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2018 Summary of                Works and Activities
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North Northumberland Coastal Steams
· We worked with Natural England and the Environment Agency to develop a major project on 9 streams and submitted this to the WEG process.  Land management focus. 
· Developed a project proposal to Highways England linked to A1 improvements and designated coastal sites.

· Built a larinier fish pass on the Waren Burn and an easement at the bridge footing at Spindlestone Mill.

· Developed a major project proposal to improve the Long Nanny including fish passage, land management and work with schools.  WEG decision expected soon.

River Aln
· Completed a feasibility study and initial design of five technical fish passes.  Developed these into a major WEG project proposal and secured Northumberland Estates support.

· Carried out improvements to the Denwick Upper timber larinier.

· Secured funding and initial designs for a fish counter at Lesbury.  To be developed and progressed in 2019. 
Coquet and Tributaries
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Improved fish passage at the Amble half-tide weir through notch improvements. Influenced NWL and EA to get NWL to explore breaching their asset through the AMP process.
· Supported further work to try to get the new Acklington fish counter up and running.
· New fish pass at The Lee on the Forestburn plus an easement at Forestburngate.
· New easement on the river Alwin at Alwinton.
· New easement on the Longdike Burn at Burgham
· New temporary easement on the Hazon Burn.
· New easement on the Newton Burn near the confluence with the Swarland Burn.
· Established a Coquet Action Group to identify and resolve issues.  Early activities includes producing a map of angling club ownership, raising issues with Environment Agency and Natural England over issues at Caistron, started discussions over breaching Acklington Dam, and started to map and prioritise barriers on side streams. 
· Submitted a strong project idea on Hazon, Tyelaw and Longdike Burns, and started a number of parallel project proposals with Highways England.
· Secured funding for the Hooked on the Coquet project with kids (starting next spring).  This will be a significant project that will hopefully be well received and widely publicised.
Wansbeck
· Met with a group of partners to explore a significant project at the Wansbeck Barrage that improves fish passage and recreational use of the river.  Submitted a funding application to the Greggs Foundation. 
· Produced a White Clawed Crayfish Strategy with partners and prompted actions to protect the population in the Wansbeck.
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Met with Charlie Bennett to discuss ways to prevent 4x4’s damaging the upper Wansbeck.
· Delivered a series of wetlands and areas of tree planting on the Church and Cotting Burns as part of the Living Waterways project. 2 Ha of habitat created.
River Lyne
· Completed the Lyne Eel Passage project for Lynemouth Power.  Eel passes created at 7 barriers.

· Developed a major project proposal for WEG and established a partner and community group.

Blyth and Pont
· Installed two barriers to help manage the spread of Signal Crayfish.

· Secured a commitment from NWL to resolve the over-abstraction and fish passage issues at the Pont Transfer (to be delivered in 2019).
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Secured funding to deliver extensive tree planting and hopefully wetland creation on the Pont (to be delivered early spring 2019).

· Secured funding and started a project to improve the Med Burn.  Reached agreement to deliver 8 wetlands, 500m of streamside fencing and areas of tree and hedge planting in January 2019.

· Developed and subsequently withdrew proposals to breach Humford Dam on the Blyth.

Seaton Burn
· Delivered a wide range of wetlands and habitat improvements through the Living Waterways projects. 2 Ha of water dependent habitat created. 
Catchment Based Approach
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Started to refresh our approach and partner involvement.  Key focus areas continue to be the coast, crayfish and the Wansbeck.
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